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Opening

“A candle loses nothing
by lighting another candle’

Fr James Keller,
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Review of Ch 1;

_ast week we
focused on Egyp
Greek and Roma
mythology as a
backdrop to our
study of how Jes
became God in t

tlan,
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AlS;

development of t
early Christian
church.

AlS;




Review of Ch 1:

We also focused
on how these
themes - deeply
embedded In the
Judeo-Christian
tradition -
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Introduction to Ch 2:
Divine Humans in Ancient Judaism

—rhman's key point in
this chapter Is that
there I1s considerable
iInternal and external
evidence that Jesus
became a god as a
natural outgrowth of
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Introduction to Ch 2:
Divine Humans in Ancient Judaism

External - means
evidence from
pagan sources
outside
Christianity.

e




Introduction to Ch 2:
Divine Humans in Ancient Judaism

Internal - means

evidence from the
Hebrew Iinfluence
on Christianity



Introduction to Ch 2:
Divine Humans in Ancient Judaism

Our focus tonight is on
now the Hebrew
tradition, so strongly
monothelst - was at
the same time positing
divinities beyond the
One True God of the
biblical withess.

"The trouble with muneinieis,
is that you can never get a
second opinion."




Introduction to Ch 2:
Divine Humans in Ancient Judaism

Most Hebrews believed In a continuum
of divinities who, while not equal to
| God, still had _d_l_vme att_rlbutes.







All this happened with both religions still
claiming to be monotheist.

“It’s called monotheism, but it looks like downsizing to me.”
5
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Monotheism

n the Hebrew biblical
tradition, God was the

pitome and ultimate

point of the pyramid of

a

Ivinity but there were

lower sources of

a

T

S

ivinity as well.

Nis point would be

rongly debated by

biblical scholars.




~ear Joormanidaoas

"No other gods before him? -
What about multiculturalism?"”



Discussion

® [here were divine beings who
temporarily became human




Monotheism

Because Christianity

grew out of the
Hebrew tradition

it was possible for
Christians to see
Jesus as God
because of evidence
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Monotheism

There are examples from the
Hebrew bible such as -

Angelic beings are
described as gods

Humans can become
angels.

- Jesus could be described




Monotheism

God beget gods through humans - for
example, the "Nephilim®, who walked this
earth 62-3) at the time of Noah and who




Numbers 13:33 And there we saw the giants,
the sons of Anak, which come of the
glants: and we were In our own
sight as grasshoppers, and so
we were In their sight.

A P
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Average Og of Bashan J Early Canaanite Giants Scale
See Amos 2.9

Man Goliath Scale



Computers are like Old Testament godq'

lots of rules and no mercy.
Joseplt Campbell




Monotheism

Stories about Noah
and the great flood are
very common in the
mythology of the
Ancient Near East.

There is little that Is
unigue about the
biblical story.




Discussion

It would be possible to do
rewarding word studies on
biblical terms such as:

*'Hypostasis’
o"\Nisdom'
o"\Nord"
e'nersonification’
e’icon’

Depate apa
vy o=



Monotheism

Or, for interest, compare
Genesis 1:1 “In the
beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.”

and John 1:1 “In the
beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

Compare the divine logos of
Hebrew/Wisdom and



Philo of Alexandria [ SIRTIIEIIG (alT:

* The great assimilator of Greek and ‘ ‘,_7/-,
Hebrew philosophy and mythology ‘““'.'.Sw‘ '

e A contemporary of Jesus, 25 BCE -
50 CE, but no mention of Jesus.

e Alexandrian Jewish Leader,
Philosopher, Stoic and Platonist

eHe saw “The Logos” as a fusion of
Jewish and Greek ideas. As man’s
Platonic Type, a divine



Monotheism

In Judaism,
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Monotheism

After Philo's take on
Moses as ‘god’, it was
not a stretch for
Christians to view
Jesus as god also.

(pp. 83-4)
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Basic Question

In wha
INK 1t could be

you tni
DOSSID

'sense” do

e to view

Jesus as God from
this background in
Hebrew biblical
tradition?




DIScuUsSsIon




Why Persist with Religious Perceptions

Lloyd Geering

Video - excerpt3m



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Evnai04nIX4&




DIScuUsSsIon




Next Readings

Session 4 - 13 Feb 2017

Chapter 3. Did Jesus Think He Was God?

Study Website



http://hjbg.stdavidscalgary.net

Closing

"l can onlg trust that even oPPrcssvivc darkness cannot

snuff the light cast from many tiny fames of truth.

Melanie Jean Juneau




