Reclaiming the
wiwnie o Bible for a Non-
2:G1aIMINg; ‘ ;r}a ylf)"?j Re‘igiOUS WOrld

ACTS
Fall 2016

[

ylur REIIZI0US //JrlrJ
ol - ;"’ ﬁ\' f (

- : .). v f-\ >
! “ ‘
f ~y r_\

JOHN SHELBY SPONG



Reclaiming the Bible

Session # 6
* Opening

* Questions
e Overview
e Break

N T f N/ \f \ (° ]

TR :
X . L S ‘
9 U TR SR gl o - \

‘1_4 "*r .’

YN
»
sad

- a

\'._ ‘ 3 ’.A
1 ey

* JOHN SHELBY SPON

BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF ETERNAL LIFE: A NEW YISION




Opening




The New Testament

The Second Covenant

- from New Testament to Second Covenant
- a new beginning, an old theme

- an Important interfaith development ot 20th cent.

* writing
scrlp ures ng:

Jesus

e Scriptures er INgS

posioiz e [ e ,E ithynia ISt-w2” @ 3% Christians  #. UNLO
Co"eCt'Onﬁa‘m tament

N eWalsoﬁggl ScenturyPeterm
wisetitdes oy ApOStles

o Scrlpture wntten
il words




The New Testament

Significant Christian Contributions

- universities

- hospitals and social service agencies
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The New Testament

We need to ref
the great good

ect on the irony under

ness and the tragic ev

ying both

s of the

Christian tradition during the past 2,000 years




The New Testament

Significant Flaws of the Christian Tradition

- bias against the Jews (leading to the Holocaust)
- condoning of slavery

- oppression of women

- prejudice against gay people




THE HISTORICAL JESUS

An important truth - Jesus was a Jew.

- Most, if not all NT writers were Jews

- The love/hate relationship between Christians and
Jews has continued for two millennia.




THE HISTORICAL JESUS

We cannot get an accurate dating of Jesus from the
biblical record.

We must see Jesus in his historical context described
by non-biblical sources as well as biblical sources.

- The gospels are essentially “proclamation’, not




THE HISTORICAL JESUS

Jesus lived between 6 BCE and 32 CE (36 years)
and probably looked like this:




The New Testament

In light of Jesus' lite & early Christian writings

Critical textual studies raise important questions
about the dating of Jesus himselt, and the New

Testament books.




PAUL

Paul preaching in Athens - by William Collins, UK, 1816
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PAUL

Paul is the first person to give us details about Jesus.
Paul was not aware of much about who Jesus was.
He seems unaware of his parables or his miracles

Paul was not interested in much of the Hebrew




Comparison of Gospels

The dating of Mark is earliest,
Mathew and Luke are next and
John Is |ast

Note the evolutionary development of the Jesus
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Comparison of Gospels

SaulPaul  Jerusalem Peter/Paul
converted  council martyred  pestruction of

CruciﬂxionU U U U UJerusalem
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GOSDG' of Mark
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Luke & Acts
Most likely dating |emees]  Jofy

] Altemative dating Paul's epistles



http://www.evidencesforchristianity.org/the-synoptic-gospels.html

The Oral Period

We have little awareness of
the earliest Jesus tradition.

Spong calls it a "tunnel of
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darkness”.
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The Oral Period

Since most of the early Christian community was
Jewish, it is natural to focus on the synagogue

The synagogue was the locus of the early "incubation®
of the Jesus story for Christians.

Synagogue
- atCapurnaum




The Oral Period

Spong says that the gospels are the product of
the synagogue.

This is an important theme for Spong but it has it
problems.

After Paul and then the destruction of Jewi




The Oral Period

House churches took the place of synagogues for
a large sector of the Christianity as the faith
evolved In the Mediterranean world.
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The Oral Period

Ultimately, Judaism rejected Christianity because it
could not accept Jesus as the promised Messiah.




The Oral Period

My point, once again, is
not that those ancient
people told literal
stories and we are now
smart enough to take
them symbolically, but
that they told them
symbolically and we
are now dumb enough
to take them literally.

JOHN DOMINIC CROSSAN

liturgy.co.nz







VI deO 10 Ancient

Voices
Tacitus
Is Jesus Real? Josephus
- Non-biblical Evidence of His Existence. Pliny
Chris White Celsus

Seutonius



mailto:nowheretorun1984@gmail.com




DIScuUsSsIon
Questions

Why Is it iImportant to examine the bible using both the
historical and biblical chronology”?

‘Why is the oral Period (30-50), aka “Dark Tunnel”




Next Readings

Session 7
PART IX - PAUL: THE FIRST NEW TESTAMENT WRITER
Chapters 31 - 41



http://rtb.stdavidscalgary.net
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