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Opening - Karen McKeown




Liturgy and Wisdom

Some Questions to
think about:

- Why study the
Hebrew Bible”?

- Why did the



Liturgy and Wisdom

Tonight's Themes -

Liturgical Books
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Liturgy and Wisdom
The Psalter

Liturgical foundation of the Reformed Church tradition

Swi — .
wiss and Scottish liturgies still impact us today
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Video
Psalm 23

From the Scottish Psalter (1912)
This Psalter Choir is composed of members
Qf the Protestant Reformeql Churches in Amerlica



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEs4F9Y0rPw




Liturgy and Wisdom

The Psalms

Emerged from Hebrew worship literature

Source book of temple and synagogue worship




Liturgy and Wisdom

A mixed blessing -

"Time does make ancient good uncouth’
- James Russell Lowell




Liturgy and Wisdom

Wisdom

Proverbs/Ecclesiastes/Song of Solomon




Liturgy and Wisdom

Questions to consider -

Why Is so much of this material lost to
p_eo_ple today_’? :




Liturgy and Wisdom

What can be done to recover the best for our
times”? Consider books like Jim Taylor's
"Everyday Psalms”™

God has walked with me; | could ask nothing more.
God has given me green meadows to laugh in,

] n
clear streams to think beside, untroaaden patns to explore.
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Liturgy and Wisdom

Why was Wisdom included with Law and
Prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures?

I CANNOT TEACH
ANYBODY
ANYTHING. I CAN

ONLY MAKE
THEM THINK.

- SOCRATES




Liturgy and Wisdom

Sophia - "wisdom" in Greek
- a feminine term
- value recovered In an era of gender justice
- Hagia Sophia in Istanbul




Liturgy and Wisdom

'‘Good living can be rewarded in this life’
Hebrews lacked a concept of the afterlife




Liturgy and Wisdom

Ecclesiastes - Quoheleth - "the preacher’
both cynical and hopeful theolog
"All Is vanity”™ "lo everything there Iis a season’




Liturgy and Wisdom

Song of Solomon - bawdy songs or
spiritual rhapsodies? Should a book like
this be included in the canon?
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Liturgy and Wisdom

Bf LOVEDS

AND MY BELOVED

IS MINE

...... e

Song of Solomon

appears in
Septuagint
time In 250

the
for

BCE

s it theology?
philosophy??
focus on finding God?

(or)

Greek

the first

living the good life”?



Liturgy and Wisdom

Used to commemorate the death of the
temple (Festival of Ab) or salvation from
national genocide (Purim)




Liturgy and Wisdom

Liturgical Observance
- reflect on other faiths and secular thought
- was influencing Hebrew thinking




turgy and Wisdom

L

through loss

Wigle

Lamentations - L




Liturgy and Wisdom

—sther - Saving one's people in critical times




Liturgy and Wisdom

"Our perception of truth evolves as human
consciousness expands’




Liturgy and Wisdom

Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah
- Claiming identity and value as a people through
association with "the land”

- survival and resilience
- a classic Hebrew theme still much debated today




Liturgy and Wisdom

ebrew theologica
Not history as we k

reflection

NOW It

History of the Holy Land since 1516.

1516 - 1918 1918 - 19484

Ottoman League of Israel est'd
Empire Mandates' ! Survives
] f Invasions
Il‘

' 4
iOttoman Turks Occupy
entire MidEast until WwWi

World unanimously orders
int’l powers to carve
Ottoman empire into M.East

Ottomans follow Mameluke, Betatos incl. Jowish state.

Crusader, Arab, Byzantine &
Roman occupations.
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(c) P. Assouline 2013

‘ andgivento Jewsunde
int'l law into Jewish state &
first-ever Palestinian state.

www philassie blogspor.com

Jsyria, 1967 - 1994

: a Israel wins

\ .
" land in

In self defense, Israel takes
Gaza & WB, illeg'ly occupied
by Egypt & Jordan (from '48

ep Pwﬁtm an 1!01‘( v/
10 '67 w/o Palest'n protest.)

own elected leaders & laws)
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peace.  ofters of withdrawa

o L&

m = Palestinian areas




Liturgy and Wisdom

Nehemiah and Esther - 2nd century

- Hebrew biblical canon closed
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Liturgy and Wisdom

Inter-testamental books

THE
APOCRYPHA

Apocrypha



Liturgy and Wisdom

Textual distinctives - led to the
separation of Judaism and Christianity

Genesis 1 X NPwRI2

In the beginning God created the D?plg;tl N 03?'7;3 N72 n’[vxj;

heaven and the earth.
PPORI DR

And the earth was without form, =%y WM 27 70 1000 PR

and void; and darkness was upon

the face of the deep. And a wind N9NIN T>7728 177) 07N 39

from God moved upon the face of :0on7 2390
the waters. me
And God said, Let there be light; IIRTIN RTD OOTIOR IR
and there was light. ' '
And God saw the light, that it was 290773 TIRGTIN D"p']n_g XM
good; and God divided the light
from the darkness.
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Video
Psalm 23

Holy Rascals
Rabbi Salman Schachter-Shalomi







Video
Psalm 23

John Rutter’s

- The Lord Is My Sheperd



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIZPLcqKMlE




Next Readings

Session 6 -
Pt VIII - Introducing the Christian Scriptures
Chapters 27 - 30



http://rtb.stdavidscalgary.net

Closing - Sally Hodges




DIScuUsSsIon
Questions




