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Class Guidelines

1. Come to class having read the evening
assignment.

. 2. Respectother people:s.time |
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Opening




Part 1 - Vigeo

Excerpt from
NOVA PBS Documentary (1:52)
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Part 2 - Setting the Stage

What is the problem Spong wishes to address
iN this book®

Helping us to move from a Sunday School
understanding of the Bible to a mature, adult
awareness of what the Bible means today.
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A Personal Comment

Reflecting on 50 years of ministry

Serving as a church pastor for 25 years
- from theological college to congregation

Teachlng at the umversﬂy for 25 years
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A Personal Comment

Integrating formal theology with real

ife

- adult spiritual development ministry at St.

David’s

Insights from working with intelligent

and
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Beginnings

The Formation of the Torah

Genesis though Deuteronomy -
The core of the Hebrew Bible




Beginnings
Opening up the core documentation with Spong

Grat-Wellhausen (Germany; late 1800's)

Development of a “critical approach” to the Bible




Four Sources of the Torah

Developed in many different settings over time.

Ultimately woven into one text as we know it today.
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Basic Characteristics
of the Four Editions

All attempt to answer the question ' "Who
are we?” at different stages of Jewish
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Interpretive Folklore
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Yahwist & culogist

Judah and Israel
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Deuteronomist

'New Book of Moses”
Jewish Reformation




Priestly Code

Seeking a "unified people" with a "restored temple”

Three Jewish distinctives:
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Priestly Code

The Priestly Code was the last editorial
WOrk appearing.

-~ Written into the existing P/E/D documents
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The lorah

A story covering thousands of years.
The current form developed over a
period of several centuries.
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DIScuUsSsIon
Questions

1. Spong says history is only written when a nation

becomes established. Really?

2. Does knowing the 2 stories 2 gods 2 histories
backgrounding the Torah change our readings in




Next Readings

Session 3 -
PART Ill - THE RISE OF THE PROPHETS
Chapter 7 - 9

PART IV - INTRODUCING THE WRITING PROPHETS
Chapter 10 - 14
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