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Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

As we near the end of "Islam: A Short History" we need
to develop a long-term perspective on Islamic history
and faith. Trends developed over the centuries continue
to influence the Islamic world today.
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Here are some key points about the book so far:

e |[slam has always sought to experience God in politics
e Sometimes that has resulted in Islamic governments
that sought to be just, compassionate and honourable

to all citizens, including minorities.
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Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

Armstrong’s points so far (continued):

 Armstrong has consistently focused on the positive

and not the negative history and faith tradition.
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Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

One constant:

Muhammad's revelations as reflected in the Quran have
continued to powerfully influence Muslim believers all

through its history, and into modern times.
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Fethullah Gulen
Turkish Leader In Exile

An important modern Muslim spiritual leader who models
Islam at its best is the Turk, Fethullah Gulen.




Fethullah Gulen
Turkish Leader In Exile

An Introduction

Time Magazine listed Fethullah Gulen on its list of the
World’'s 100 most Influential People in 2013
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NlIibvIsMM




Gulen Condemnation of ISIS - 2m14s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ez82ViZoEjg

Fethullah Gulen
Turkish Leader In Exile

“Hismet” (The Service) is the world wide organization he
founded in the ‘60s to address “ignorance, poverty and

disunity”. It is generally known as the “Gulen Movement”.

It's primary activity is charter schools preparing children
for unlver3|ty These total over 1000 |n the World (390 |n
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Fethullah Gulen
Turkish Leader In Exile

As an excellent example of his inter-cultural influence,
here iIs Maher Zain, an Islamic pop singer, and his

performance of a poem by Gulen “This Worldly Life”.
3Mo5s.

- Links will be posted to more of the english songs of

FlmYoe L= (D S| ,.f.-;-_‘l"! fo,,.'r.'.

T AV Pl



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDKPdbiIo28
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Intercultural Dialogue
Institute, Calgary

St. David’s has had 2 exchange events with the Intercultural
Dialogue Institute here in Calgary. It is a Gulen related society.
The people active in it are largely also folks from Turkey.

The invited us to an Eid al-Fitr Feast (that completes the
month of Ramadan), and also came to St. David’s to share an
event they call “Noah’s Pudding”.
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Islam at its Most Powerful 1,500 - 1,700 CE

Larger world empires (described in chapter three)
evolved into three regional powers that have
demonstrated much internecine conflict.:




Safavid Empire
Centred in Iran
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| The Safavid Empire (1500-1722)
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Mogul Empire
Centred in India

The Moghul Empire (1526-1707)
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Ottoman Empire
Centred in Turkey
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Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

Islam at its Most Powerful 1,500 - 1,700 CE
We will focus briefly on the Safavid and Moghul Empires
and more extensively on the Ottoman Empire because of
Its stronger impact on Europe.
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Internal conflict has characterised Islam from its
beginnings, but it became a dominant reality of Muslim
ife during the period 1500-1700 CE and at the time

of its greatest global power
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This is also true about Christianity in Europe during the
same period - as Protestants and Catholics warred

against each other and these divisions divided Western
Christians globally
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lran

Ismail turned the Safavid Empire centered in Iran into a
Shiite State. It has remained so to this day.

The most famous personality of modern Iran was the
Ayatollah Khomeini (1902-89) a Shiite spiritual leader,
exiled to France by the secular government of Shah
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Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

India - Moghul Empire

Islam has never been fully at home on Indian soil, even
though it was largely ruled by Islamic potentates during
the imperial era
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Ta] Mahal - Shah Jihan (d. 1658) sought to blend
Muslim and Hindu Architecture)




Golden Temple of Amritsar (Punjab) - the Sikh sacred centre.
Sikhs (Guru Nanuk, founder, died 1469) attempted to create
a faith that blended Muslim and Hindu values.
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Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

Turkey - Ottoman Empirre
The Ottomans conquered Constantinople in 1453.
The Ottomans waged jihad or holy war against

infidels in Europe (Christians) and Iran (Shiite Muslims)
as well as in other places where it had regional authority.

x s .y ~‘."' e, e RS R — _ = Rhr Al NG SN iy : l' v b RS gt Y 3 P e, w3 A ORT o [ 0y [A ALt GRS A TR =il Al e PR b 3..; Aost 2y .x' T :"..-'w" e }\,‘
— \ \ ] |\ / . - =Y — - - \ v v - - o : — . A
T R WA 2 e s T e BETA o iR AN T e a ey Al d Tt ehen o e EUAT Faol @ Y e B0 aWo fe oo V0 T G B Fam i e Sy St Vst e S T PR
. ) ) | J | | K ) - | e | ) Y == ] A oy B




Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

At first, religious minorities (like Christians) in the
Ottoman empire were tolerated because of a policy of
respect for different cultures and religions.

owever, as the empire declined, persecution
of minorities grew more destructive.

| ,The Arablan penlnsula rebelled agalnst Ottoman ruIe _
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Ch 4 Islam Triumphant

From the seventeenth century on, the West was Iin the
ascendancy and the entire mid-to-far east (formerly
Islamic states) was carved up by Western colonial
powers (mainly France and England).

European trade and culture was actually welcomed by
many Muslims as their three empires declined. Muslims
continued to be open to other cultures and trade.
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Discussion Questions

1. Armstrong has tended to shine a positive light on
Islam. Is avoiding the negative a good or a bad
thing?

2. Why do we not hear more about Fethullah Gulen
today”










Islam

Next Readings

Ch 5. Islam Agonistes, Epilogue
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