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Islam: A Short History
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Opening

Dorothy Duker

Prayer for World Peace - Sister Joan Chittister
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http://www.worldprayers.org/archive/prayers/invocations/great_god_who_has_told_us.html

Transition pbetween the
2 studies.
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Map of the World’s Religious Distribution.
Source: Wikimedia Commons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Prevailing_world_religions_map.png




PROJECTING THE WORLD'S FAITH

A region by region look at faith in 2050

“Projecting the World’s Faith: A region by region look at faith in 2050,” Religion News Service graphic by Tiffany McCallen



PROJECTING SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA:

Christianity and Islam more than double their numbers

Christians Muslims Folk Religions 2050 pop.
58.5% 35.2% 3.2% 1,899,960,000

(62.9% in 2010) (30.2%in 2010) (3.3%in 2010) (+130.9% from 2010)

© 2015 Religion News Service. Graphic by Tiffany McCallen
SOURCE: Pew Research Center, “The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections 2010-2050"




PROJECTING MIDDLE EAST/NORTH AFRICA

Overwhelmingly Muslim — still

Muslims Christians Jews 2050 pop.

93.7% 3.1% 1.4%

(93% in 2010) (3.7%in 2010) (1.6%in 2010)

588,960,000

(+72.7% from 2010)

© 2015 Religion News Service. Graphic by Tiffany McCallen
SOURCE: Pew Research Center, “The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections 2010-2050"



PROJECTING ASIA/PACIFIC:

Muslims surpass Hindus, ‘Nones’ dwindle
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(24.3% in 2010) (25.3%in 2010) (21.2%in 2010)
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(+21 .8% from 201 0)

© 2015 Religion News Service. Graphic by Tiffany McCallen
SOURCE: Pew Research Center, “The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections 2010-2050"



PROJECTING LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN:

Little change as Christians dominate

Christians “Nones” YFolkReligions'y 2050 pop.

88.9% 8.7% 1.9%

(90% in 2010) (7.7%in 2010) (1.7%in 2010)

748,620,000

(4+26.9% from 2010)

© 2015 Religion News Service. Graphic by Tiffany McCallen
SOURCE: Pew Research Center, “The Future of World Religions:
Population Growth Projections 2010-2050"



PROJECTING EUROPE:

Christians hold the lead; Muslims, ‘Nones’ strengthen

Christians “Nones” Muslims 2050 pop.

65.2% 23.3% 10.2%

(74.5%in 2010) (18.8%in 2010) (5.9% in 2010)

696,330,000

(-6.2% from 2010)

© 2015 Religion News Service. Graphic by Tiffany McCallen
SOURCE: Pew Research Center, “The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections 2010-2050"



-
PROJECTING NORTH AMERICA:

Christian growth slows, ‘Nones’ soar

Christians “Nones” Jews 2050 pop.

65.8% 25.6% 1.4% 435,420,000

(77.4% in 2010) (17.1%in 2010) (1.8%in 2010) (+26.4% from 2010)

© 2015 Religion News Service. Graphic by Tiffany McCallen
SOURCE: Pew Research Center, “The Future of World Religions:
Population Growth Projections 2010-2050"



Muslim Distribution Map - Sunni/Shia
Source: CIA data. Columbia University

http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00maplinks/overview/sunnishia/sunnishiamax.jpg
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http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00maplinks/overview/sunnishia/sunnishiamax.jpg



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KLvjs7Yrtw
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The Gulf/2000 Project

at Columbia U. Dr. Michael [zady

The Gult/2000 Project was created in 1993 as a service to
scholars, government officials, business people, journalists and
other specialists who have a professional association with the
Persian Gulf and Gulf studies.
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Syria - Sectarian Demographics
from the Gulf/2000 project of Dr. Michael [zady of Columbia

http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Federal_Option_sm.png
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http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Federal_Option_sm.png

Holy Sites for All Muslims

I\/Iany holy sites of Islam are connected to sectarlan
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Holy Sites for all Muslims
Masjid al-Harm “The Sacred Mosque”
Mecca, Saudi Arabia




Holy Sites for all Muslims
Al-Mas|id an-Nabawi “Mosqgue of the Prophet
Medina, Saudi Arabia
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Holy Sites for all Muslims
Al-Haram al-Sarif “The Noble Sanctuary”
Jerusalem, Israel




Holy Sites fo
Qubbat Al-Sakhrah “T
Jerusale
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Holy Sites for all Muslims
Sultan Ahmed Mosqgue “The Blue Mosque”
Istanbul, Turkey




Church/Mosgue/Museum
“The Hagia Sophia”
Istanbul, Turkey




Introductory Point
(Armstrong)

In Islam, Muslims have looked for God in history.




My Thought

The early experlences of rellglous movements have a
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Important Dates

1897 - Zionism founded in Europe

1917 - Baltour Report proposes a Jewish state in
Palestine




Important Dates

1978 - Camp David Accord (Begin, Sadat, Carter)

1981 - Sadat Murdered
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Ch. 1 - Beginnings

Early seventh century - the Arabs are a "lost people”
Muhammed has first religious experience in 610
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Ch. 1 - Beginnings

Muhammad not considered divine, but the last and
greatest of God's prophets

The new sect would eventually be called islam (surrender)
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Ch. 1 - Beginnings

New group of believers continued to practice ancient
Arabic rituals like the hajj (pilgrimage) to Mecca




Ch. 1 - Beginnings

Encountered resistance in Mecca. Escaped to Medina -
622 - considered the founding date of Islamic faith.

Muhammad became head of disparate groups bound
- together by a shared ideology. First mosque built.




Ch. 1 - Beginnings

Respectful treatment of women an early ethic, but like Christianity,
Islam was taken over by patriarchy.

A sequence of wars followed and the Muslims proved to be
committed and successful warriors. s e
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Ch. 1 - Beginnings

Mecca was "recovered’ by Muslims without bloodshed.

‘Salvation” for Muslims means a society that puts into
practice God's desires for the human race.
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Ch. 1 - Beginnings

All - Muhammad's closest male relative was a natural
successor, but divisions - for or against him -
ultimately proved to be very disruptive and
dangerous..
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Ch. 1 - Beginnings

A century after the Prophet's death, the Islamic

Empire extended from the Pyrenees in the west to

the Himalayas in the east. A sign of growing Islamic/
Arabic influence on the world scene.
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Ch. 1 - Beginnings
"The Quran does not sanctify warfare”

Islam was never intended to be a world power, but
only the government for the descendants of Ismael.
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DISCUSSIon
Questions

1. Do you agree or disagree with Armstrong's attempts to
portray Islam as essentially a "peaceful’ religion.
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Closing

One of Larry Fisk’s favourite bits from the Sufi Muslim poet Rumi was
bout leaving differences aside and meeting in a field.
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https://www.youtube.com/user/aeneb1/videos




Islam

Next Readings

Ch 2. Development

KAREN ARMSTRONG

ST A v [T

e e b

4 ) FEL '""”-'e ENROR| LA AL

- @


http://palestine.stdavidscalgary.net

