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Session 3 - Agenda
1. Opening -  
2. Introductions - 
3. Chapter Review - 
4. Media Presentation A 
6. Break 
7. Media Presentation B 
8. Discussion B 
9. Closing -



Opening 

Ken Kittridge



Fields of Blood - Session 03 - Key Ideas 
Ch 4 - The Hebrew Dilemma

“From the start, the Hebrew Bible condemns the violence at the 
heart of the agrarian state.” 

A new Hebrew origins theory other than the Exodus from Egypt 
and the military takeover of Canaan.  

Here is a short introduction to this new understanding - an 
excerpt from a 2 hour PBS NOVA program “Buried Secrets of the 
Bible - Origins of the Israelites”.  

Excerpt - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fazZIn8xfg 5m42s 
Full Program -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fazZIn8xfg  

Links are posted also on the website fob.stdavidscalgary.net

http://fob.stdavidscalgary.net
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The Joshua Story - the violent conquering of Canaan. “Yet 
not only is there no archaeological evidence for this 
wholesale destruction, but the biblical text itself admits that 
for centuries Israelites coexisted with Canaanites and 
intermarried with them, and that large swaths of the country 
remained in Canaanite hands. “ 

“This was the Hebrew dilemma: Yahweh insisted that his 
people abandon the agrarian state, but time and again they 
found that they could not live without it. “ 

“But the Israelites were not monotheists at this date and 
would not begin to be so until the sixth century BCE. “ 
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“These tales are not held up for our edification; rather, they 
explore a political and religious quandary. Can our natural 
proclivity for violence be controlled in a community without a 
degree of coercion? It appears that the Israelites had won 
their freedom but lost their souls, and monarchy seemed the 
only way to restore order. “ 

“Despite their dreams of freedom and equity, Israelites had 
discovered, time and again, that they could not survive 
without a strong state. … [and] understood that saints were 
not likely to be good rulers.”  
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The prophets of Israel kept the old egalitarian ideals of 
Israel alive.   
♣	 Cease to do evil. Learn to do good, search for 
justice, help the oppressed, be just to the orphan, and 
plead for the widow.  
♣	 The dilemma was that this callowness was 
essential to the agrarian economy and had the kings 
of Israel and Judah fully implemented these 
compassionate policies, they would have been easy 
prey for Assyria.” 
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Reform 

“The reformers believed that at this time of grave danger, 
they were speaking for Moses and put forward their own 
teachings in the speech they make Moses deliver, shortly 
before his death, in the book of Deuteronomy.” 

“This strident theology left an indelible trace on the 
Hebrew Bible; many of the writings so frequently quoted 
to prove the ineradicable aggression and intolerance of 
“monotheism” were either composed or recast by these 
reformers.” 
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“Cyrus announced a wholly new policy, preserved in the 
Cyrus Cylinder, now in the British Museum. Cyrus, it 
claimed, had arrived in Babylonia as the harbinger of peace 
rather than of war; he had abolished the corvée, repatriated 
all the peoples who had been deported by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and promised to rebuild their national temples.”  

NOTE:  Isaiah has same phrases as Cyrus cylinder   

“Let every valley be filled in, every mountain laid low,” cried 
the prophet, clearly influenced by the Zoroastrian traditions 
of his Persian messiah, “let every cliff become a plain, and 
the ridges a valley.”
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Persian Influence 

“In the inscriptions of Darius I, who came to the Persian throne 
after the death of Cyrus’s son Cambyses in 522 BCE, we find a 
combination of three themes that would recur in the ideology of 
all successful empires: 

1	 a dualistic worldview that pits the good of empire against 
evildoers who oppose it;  
2	 a doctrine of election that sees the ruler as a divine agent;  
3	 and a mission to save the world.” 

“Persian Judea became a temple state governed by a Jewish 
priestly aristocracy in the name of Persia. “ 



Fields of Blood - Session 03 - Key Ideas 
Ch 4 - The Hebrew Dilemma

“… experiencing the strong rule of such monarchs as 
Nebuchadnezzar and Darius may have led to the desire 
to make Yahweh as powerful as they. It is a fine example 
of the “embeddedness” of religion and politics, “ 
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Ch 5 - Jesus: Not of This World?

The Pax Romana was Peace through Victory – “… the 
Pax Romana was enforced pitilessly. Rome’s fully 
professional army became the most efficient killing 
machine the world had ever seen.” 

“[The Maccabean Rebellion of 167 BCE] “… inspired a 
new apocalyptic spirituality without which it is impossible 
to understand the early Christian movement. “ 
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The Maccabean story is not given in the Protestant 
Bibles, but is included in the “Apocrypha”.  

The short victory over foreign control is celebrated by 
Jews every year at Hannukah - their festival of lights. As 
also is the miracle of the menorah, where the light burned 
8 days with only the oil for 1 day. 

Here are some Jewish youth celebrating that in the 
Hanukah Song. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqlJDT6KFDs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqlJDT6KFDs
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Jewish Non Violence 

“Typically peasants did not resort to violence. Their chief weapon 
was noncooperation …” 

“Jesus was born into a society traumatized by violence. His life was 
framed by revolts. “ 

“The crowds who thronged around Jesus in Galilee were hungry, 
distressed, and sick. In his parables we see a society split between 
the very rich and the very poor…” 
	  

“From the start, the gospels present Jesus as an alternative to the 
structural violence of imperial rule.”
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“It is not easy to assess Jesus’s attitude to violence …” 

“That Kingdom of God was at the heart of Jesus’s 
teaching” 

“Jesus and his closest companions threw in their lot with 
the most indigent peasants; they lived rough, itinerant 
lives, had nowhere to lay their heads, and depended on 
the support of Jesus’s more affluent disciples, such as 
Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. “ 
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Paul 

Where Jesus worked mostly in rural Roman Palestine, 
Paul focused on the Greco-Roman towns and cities. 

“Despite Paul’s best efforts, however, the early Christians 
would never fit easily into Greco-Roman society. They 
held aloof from the public celebrations and civic 
sacrifices that bound the city together and revered a 
man who had been executed by a Roman governor. “ 
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The New Judaism after the destruction of Jerusalem and 
new attitudes to violence. 

“Judaism owed its survival to a group of scholars led by 
Yohanan ben Zakkai, leader of the Pharisees, who 
transformed a faith based on temple worship into a religion 
of the book.” 

“The rabbis felt free to argue with God, defy him, and even 
change the words of scripture to introduce a more 
compassionate reading. “ 

“The true hero was no longer a warrior but a man of peace. “ 
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“If they remained quiet, God would not permit 
persecution, but if they disobeyed, they would, “like the 
hinds of the field,” be fair game for gentile violence. This 
abstruse piece of exegesis effectively put a brake on 
Jewish political action for over a millennium.”
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The Growth of Early Christianity 

“Yet against all odds, by the third century Christianity had become 
a force to be reckoned with. We still do not really understand how 
this came about.”  

“The egalitarian ethic of Christianity made it popular with the lower 
classes and slaves.” 

“Women found the Church attractive, because the Christian 
scriptures instructed husbands to treat their wives considerately. “ 

“One of the most cogent reasons for the Church’s success was 
its charitable work, which made it a strong presence in the cities.”
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Martyrdom 

“It is important to explore the ideal of martyrdom, which 
has surfaced alarmingly in our own time and is now 
associated with violence and extremism. “ 

“Martyrdom would always be the protest of a minority, 
yet the violent deaths of the martyrs became a graphic 
demonstration of the structural violence and cruelty of 
the state. Martyrdom was and would always be a 
political as well as a religious choice.”



BREAK
15 minutes



Presentation
TV Ontario - Alan Greg Interviews John Spong on Religion   
28 > 18 m 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AfFcAmx-Ro 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AfFcAmx-Ro




Discussion Questions
THE HEBREW DILEMMA 

1. Discuss Exodus as a founding myth rather than as historic fact. 

2. What was the Hebrew dilemma (page 107, first paragraph)  
     How did Israel's theology adapt to changing social and political 
conditions? 

JESUS: NOT OF THIS WORLD? 

3. How does Armstrong's approach to Jesus differ from those that 
    accept and hold to the biblical story of Jesus and his purposes? 

4. Discuss Christianity as an "alternative to political power" 
    compared to Christianity as "establishment religion"



Next Week
Book readings - to page 233:  

Ch 6 Byzantium: The Tragedy of Empire,  
Ch 7 The Muslim Dilemma,  
Ch 8 Crusade and Jihad.



Website & Course Materials
Website: 
	 	 fob.stdavidscalgary.net 
	 	 sduc.ca 
Summary Presentations, 
Videos are linked, 
Handouts 
Links to additional information 
Printouts for those without internet.

http://fob.stdavidscalgary.net
http://sduc.ca


Closing

“Make me a channel of your peace”  
by Westminster Abbey Choir at Diana’s funeral  3m 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHVz45n5a9M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHVz45n5a9M



